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50 Common Intermediate Korean Verbs 
 

 

Korean 
Literal 
Meaning 

Nuanced Meaning Example Sentence Translation 

갈등하다 to conflict to have disagreements 부모님과 갈등했어요. 
I had a conflict with my 
parents. 

고민하다 to ponder to deeply consider 진로를 고민 중이에요. 
I'm contemplating my 
career path. 

극복하다 to overcome to conquer (difficulties) 어려움을 극복했어요. 
I overcame the 
challenges. 

기대하다 to expect to anticipate 
결과를 기대하고 

있어요. 

I'm looking forward to 
the results. 

기여하다 to contribute to make contributions 
프로젝트에 

기여했어요. 

I contributed to the 
project. 

꾸미다 to decorate to embellish/fabricate 방을 예쁘게 꾸몄어요. 
I decorated the room 
nicely. 

끊어지다 to be cut off to lose connection 
전화가 갑자기 

끊어졌어요. 

The call suddenly 
disconnected. 

논의하다 to discuss to deliberate 정책을 논의 중이에요. 
We're discussing the 
policy. 

다투다 to argue to have heated dispute 이 문제로 다퉜어요. 
We argued about this 
issue. 

달라지다 to change to become different 분위기가 달라졌어요. 
The atmosphere has 
changed. 

도전하다 to challenge to take on challenges 
새로운 일에 

도전했어요. 

I took on a new 
challenge. 

모색하다 to seek to explore options 
해결책을 모색 

중이에요. 
We're seeking solutions. 

무시하다 to ignore to disregard 경고를 무시했어요. I ignored the warning. 

배반하다 to betray to break trust 친구를 배반했어요. 
I betrayed my friend's 
trust. 
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Korean 
Literal 
Meaning 

Nuanced Meaning Example Sentence Translation 

복잡하다 to complicate to be intricate 상황이 복잡해졌어요. 
The situation became 
complicated. 

부딪히다 to collide to encounter problems 
예상치 못한 장애에 

부딪혔어요. 

We hit an unexpected 
obstacle. 

분석하다 to analyze to examine closely 데이터를 분석했어요. I analyzed the data. 

상상하다 to imagine to visualize 미래를 상상해 보세요. Try imagining the future. 

상처받다 to get hurt 
to be emotionally 
wounded 

그의 말에 

상처받았어요. 
I was hurt by his words. 

성립하다 to establish to come into effect 계약이 성립됐어요. 
The contract was 
established. 

소화하다 to digest to process information 
내용을 다 소화하지 

못했어요. 

I couldn't fully digest the 
material. 

수용하다 to accept to accommodate 
의견을 수용하기로 

했어요. 

We decided to accept 
the opinion. 

시도하다 to attempt to make an attempt 
새로운 방법을 시도 

중이에요. 

We're trying a new 
method. 

신뢰하다 to trust to have confidence in 
동료를 신뢰하고 

있어요. 
I trust my colleague. 

실망하다 to disappoint to feel let down 결과에 실망했어요. 
I was disappointed with 
the results. 

악화되다 to worsen to deteriorate 관계가 악화되었어요. 
The relationship 
worsened. 

약화되다 to weaken to lose strength 영향력이 약화됐어요. 
The influence 
weakened. 

 


